In a single mall I received similar inquiries from three educators. To a degree 
their questions are the same or simialr. Where some may not have expressed interests 
expressed by others, my response may possibly be of interest or value. In addition, 

I am now 77, have had a series of illnesses during the past decade and h half, and am 
limited further by recovery from open-heart surgery. So, I hope you will understand why 
I use this means of response. 

For context I begin with a general observation. The political assassinations 
were never really investigated officially. While * have done little work on the assassi- 
nation of Robert Kennedy, I am certain that the statement that there never was any 
official intent to really inesfigate it either is true. One can conjecture about the 
reasons but the fact is witKbut reasonable question. On the JFK and King investigations 
I've obtained about a third of a million pages of once-withheld records and I base my 
statement of feet on records disclosed to me in the series of BOIA lawsuits by means of 
which I obtained those records. 

The IaoIc of any real/ official investigations means that those interested in these 
crimes have no real leads for private investigations. While this is less true in the 
King assassination, those leads do not provide a basis for determining who did kill him. 

I am without doubt that Hay did not. 

The records I obtained have always been available to anyone who cares to come here 
a nd go over them. Their volume, obviously, is in itself a barrier to meaningful acoess, 
without an enormous investment of time, As a practical matter, where people have been 
able to focus their interests, they have been able to make use of these records, ^n 
recent ye<irs I've been able to get students from local fi>od College to make the searches 
«nd copy what writers , TV people and others in the media have wanted. All I have will in 
time be a public archive at Hood College. 

Host of the literature is of conspiracy theorizing - whodunits. Two conspicuous 
and excellent exceptions are Sylvia Meagher's Accessories After the Fact and Howard 
Hoffman's Presumed Guilty, but both have been out of *p±a± print for many yeqrs and not 
many of either were printed. So, few are available second-hand. 

What this is that there are few books that can be used as textsin what 1 

regard as responsible teaching. I do not regard whodunit texts as responsible. X think 
that to a large degree they have confused and misled people, particularly the most per- 
suasive of them. Taking Lif ton' d Best Evidence as an illustration, aside from common sense 
is there any basis the averse person has for questioning his theory, really theories? No 
matter how well-informed or well-read, Almost nobody has a basis. Yet his theory is un- 
tenable if you know the facts. I mean this to apply to it at each of the alleged steps. 

His VCR, I understand, is currently the best-selling "dTocumentary." 

My own approach not been to try to solve the crlms4s), attractive as that 
would be. I have a study of how the basic institutions -of our society wbprked in 

those times of great stress and sipce then. The result is that my work could be and in 
fact was accurate. I know of no error at all in my first book, which was completed in 
February, 1965, and I know of no significant errors and very few minor ones in the six 
that followed. With the exception of two errors I picked up from the press, the few others 
are from accurate use of official records. In this I am saying that X have not misled ot 

misinformed anyone. , r Cl\,VY^a 

Ify first book is based entirely on the published Warren Commission documeats.'ln 
the second book I began to use what K could see at the National Archives. As I obtained 
records that had been withheld I made more and more use of them. I also did some investi- 
gating, more in the Kjn g case, where as Ray's investigator I did the investigation that 



led to the evidentiary hearing, to 
the two weeks of that hearing. 



whether or not hegifl. be granted a trial, and for 



Based on my Initial contacts with the House Select Committee on Assassinations I had 
nothing to do with it thereafter because I was convinced that it did not intend any real 
investigations and was instead going to try to validate the official mythologies. My oontacts 
were tith the staff, not the ^embers* If you have their published volumes you can see for 
yourself that each hearing began with a narration of what certain critics had said, followed 
by the officail effort to debunk. I am the one exception. I was not mentioned in any 
narration and I do not recall any reference to my published work. Where I have checked 
HSCA's work, us I did for John Ray, it was grossly and deliberately inaccurate and often 
entirely false. Aside from otherjf defects in it. I had only a few days to prepare the 
rebuttal statement published in its Volume 8, and the HSCA did all it could to frustrate 
my acces to the records it promised to provide and to a large degree did not provide. I 
finally had to begin writing without having most of H the necessary records. 1 to 



use a dictating machine and my wife was transcribing my dictation while I was dictating. 
We finished the early morning of the day it had to be handed in. To this day I've not 
read it, but I've had not a single complaint about the accuracy of its content. I know 
of no other effort to rebut or refute any of its work. I cite this as a means of your 
independent assessment and evaluation of its work. 



One of you said he wrote me because I am an individual and not a publishing con- 
glombate, suggesting this is "not perhaps as it should be." You'd have trouble getting any 
responsiveness from any ang^£nd conglomerate , from my experiences. One or two of you 
mentioned John H. Davis' Mafia ^ingfish, so ^ illustrate with that, intending this also 
to give you an understanding of the deliberate dishonesties that taint much of the more 
popular works. 



Davis asked for help. I told him he is welcome to anything I haveijt including copies, 
but that doing the work for him was impossible for me. I offered to get a student for him. 
He liked the ide a, the college provided an intelligent and hard-working senior, and kam 
she a pent'Mi- al 1 her free time for mucf\ of a year searching and copying what he wanted. 

I did not look at what she copied and do not know what she did copy. She had free and un- 
supervised access. When Davis book came out he identified the late Jack Wasserman as "the 
top mafia lawyer" and said that he had rummaged through my records for much of a year. 

In fact Wasserman was not a mafia lawyer at all. fte was one of the most respected immi- 
gration lawyers. He asked nothing of my. We never laid eyes on each other. Not only was 
be never here, he never sent anyone, either. While Davis' deliberate lies were not 
technically libel, there were defamatory. It took considerable effort, many many efforts, 
to get this defamation removed from the paperback. 



There ia no factual support for his crap about Marcello's involvement in the JFK 
assassination and where he has used those records they are not accurate and have no 
support at all. 



In this I'm alsoutrying to indicate to you the problems conscientious teachers 
have in using texts they have no means of evaluating. Taking Scheim's rubbish as a 
different example, and for you who did not mention his book, he also alleges a mfaia job, 
you do have a means of making an independent assessment x what does he say about the 
assassination itself - othei^than assuming the official mythology. Not a thing! The assassi- 
nation is essential irrevelevant in his theory. He made it all up. 



I can't do this with all the books, but because he has the credentials of a college 
professor, I tell you how you can evaluate Michael Kurts' s ego trip. He is so ignorant 
of the basic fact he actually wrote that the TSlfiD front steps were lower than the JIK 

limousine. Iflherc he has fuctual content he took it from the works he lambastes. 

# 

"How does a responsible educator deal with the ^alanches of material concerning 
th» assassinations of the 1960s" one of you asks. I think the only way is tlie way I have, 
in a stody of how the basic institution of our society worked. 
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uno oi ypu aafce H there is a network of people interested in studying and 
learning the truth. Not really. Years ago there were more but in almost all instances 
they were conspiracy theorieste and most have abandoned their interest. A few of the 
better ones, like the magnificent Sylvia Meagher, are dead. Bud Fenaterwald has 
established the Assassinations Archives und Research Wer. It goes to much trouble and 

j, , ort *° n J® ° f hel P and to the degree it can it provides information in various forms. 

It is at 918 1 ot., NW, Suite510, Washington, D.C. 20004. It ledds books and Cassettes, 
t collects all it can of what I regard as the nut theoroes, too. 

It is diliicult, as one of you says, to know what to read. I can give only this 
general guide without going into enormous detail that x really should not take time for. 

Joes ten' a work is a waste of time, tie was pretty sick in the head by the time he 
stated his newsletter and his mimeographed printings. Marrs', and I'm responding to 
epecifio inquiries, is worse than a waste of time. It is a compendium of the nut 
theories and he lacks information on the basic and established facts.Gandolfo's, in the 
usual sense, is not a book. He xeroxed some of his correspondence and a transcript of 
the House Rules Committee relating to HSCA. I can't recognize from what he says in his 
On the rial of the Assassins what Garrison and I were both involved in. Wy>at he wrote 
is fiction. I am not familiar with Sutton's The Order but I'm confident that they had 
no connection, as some theorize, with the J5K assassination. 

I know nothing about "JFK:T?b Mystery Unrqvelfcd , " by the Laroucheniks but I am 

certain they've made no factual inquiry and that this is more of the political theorizing 
they present as fact. 

i urewell america is a lake by the French SOECE. I met "Lamsrre" and exposed the 
film he'd prepared based on the fictitious book. Believe me, no matter how appealing 
it may be, the book is a complete fabrication. Here again there is some basis for an 
evaluation: what does he say about the crime itself? It has been so long I’ve forgotten 
but I think it is all on one page. * 

I like Fi^ tcher Prouty and believe his work where he was involved and has knowledge 
is solid, a.i when he writes about the NSAMs. But that does not accredit what he thinks 
or theorizes about the assassination. "....just as it was hundy, not JFK, who called off 
the crucial air strike at the Bay of Pigs." I think this is not the way it was. That 
"crucial" strike had not been agreed to and as I recall had not been planned so there was 
nothing to call off. Moreover, at the last minute and very reluctantly, JFK agreed to a 
strike by the Navy's planes. Only the Navy went by the wrong time. 

I am not familiar with the Jakob and Billi Segal "theory of the origin of AIDS (made 
at Fort Detrick in 1979 pursuant to a contract originating — and documented in House 
hearing on DOD Appropriations June 9, 1979)?" I am not familiar with their work and regret 

that do not read German so I might/read it. I've heard a ai nylTUr rumor but not of any 
proof. * 

I've not been involved in any network and don't subscribe to any of the newsletters 
because what exists ie all essentially conspiracy theorizing and I say above what 

I think of that. 

Wliat is not asked I volunteer for those who teach the political assassinations. 

There are a few professors who do not theorize. Of those ± know those doing it longest 
are Dr A David Wrone, u niv. Wisconsin, Stevens Point, 54481 and Dr. Gerald McKhight, at 
local Ifood College. I know that McKnight has a detailed !«■ outline from which he teaches. 
I think he of they would send copies of the syllabus if you ask for it. 

I hope I 1 v e responded adequately to what I was asked and apologize if I've wasted 
time for any of you who did not ask what I addressed. 

Best wishes, Harold Weisberg 
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